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Twolocation TedDrewesfrozen custard is a St. Louis
institution, serving frozen custard for more than 80
years¢ and Christmas trees for over 50 years.

TED DREWES
LEN CUSTAF

THIS IS
WHERE THE LOCALS GO

Last OctoberDatassentiali 2 2 7 NBF RSN& 2y | (2dz2NJ 2 F (i K Scasha opgritdisioaking o Belthe S Y S
next Chipotle to regional eateries looking to become national mainstays. This nizattgsentiafollows up on local chains in a
differentwaycg SQNB 221 Ay3 G K2YSG26y OKFIAya GKFG ' NB GKNFeidAy3
home community¢ K$&S I NB G(KS OKFAya GKFEG FINB 2F0GSy ljdaydiSaaSyidalt
light on the foods and flavors that are popular with consumers in an areal¥ddearn about the specialties that put these

restaurants on the mag from a St. Louis operator known fprovelcheese pizzas to a Florida operator offering fried gator tail, and

a California chain known for iqueezeburgersTo uncover these chains, we leveraged twé d¢f (i | & & §ntlicatel $eides

Firefly and LOCAjand dived into the archives of odne Around rendSpottindReports.

There are chains such as Chicageat 2 NJi, knbvinZoQit quintessentially Chicago menu, from Chiestygle hot dogs (add

ketchup at your own risk!) to Italian beef sandwiches, the highest indexing food/flavor in the Chicago metropolitan ameingoe

[h/ ! [® 2KAES t2NIAff2Qa KIa NBOSyidGte oNIyOKSR 2dzi iaka/tiez 2 i F
brand remains Chicagthemed to its core, focusing on its connection to the Windy City food scene. For some restaurant chains,
staying close to home is essentizat5 A O Q-#hin SddfleZ8under DicRpadyhad no inclination to franchise his iconic chain or

go national, sayingMy partners and | were family men, not travelitygpes. Wewere in this for the long haul, that's for sure, but

not as a franchise. We wanted to keep our growth within the Seattleduiiea [ | G SNJ Ay (KA a AaadsS 6SQff
ONBIFGAYy3 Iy A02yA0 {SIGiGEtS SyotSY (KIG KFra O2ydAydzS@yfdrz 3t
Flint, MtbasedHalo Burgerone of the oldest hamburger chains in the country. The chain opened origin&lgnaseein 1923,

serving hamburgers out of aboxeari @ £ S g1 A2y Ay R2gy(26y CiAylod ¢2RIFe (g&rSe QN
OYIFYSR 062GK F2NJ 6KS LIK2ySGAO LINBydzyOAlF A2y 2F (GKS OKadyQa
the Olive Burger, a QP burger with added olives.

In this issue oFoodBytesne invite you to become a local and discover something ewmore information orb | (i | & & \8iged A | f
range of services, or to subscribe to today, conRave Jenkins at 8490357440r dave@datassential.com.
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SQUEEZHENN | CALIFORNIA

Squeeze Inn, with nine Northern California
locations, is known for its unique take on an
American classic, the cheeseburger The OK I A y Q dounder Dick Spadyin { S (i Wéllifdib#d neighborhood,

famous SqueezeburgeR 2 S &cghteivith cheese,

sobe sureto askfor the a { |j dz&i$iO& S Sar S ¢

a burger that comes with its own cheese skirt,
where the crisp fried cheesehangsout over the
bun. For every quarter pound meat patty, about a
quarter pound of cheddaris added,topped with a
bun. A handful of crushedice is sprinkledaround,
and the burger is covered to let the ice create
steamthat heatsup the bun andcrispsthe cheese

EGG WORKS| LASVEGAS
OriginallynamedEgo& | in 1988beforeit expanded
into its now-sister restaurant, EggWorks, in 2005
this LasVegaschainservesup classidbreakfastand
lunchfare everydayfrom 6 am. to 3 p.m. Thereare
six LasVegasarealocations,all servingeverything
from eggscrambleswith chorizo jalapenoscheese,
and diced green chilies 6 . NJ SRr@rable) to
Gumolaya (gumbo jambalaya) and homemade
Cincinnatistyle chili servedfive ways

In Dine Around: Portland, we looked at Pine State Biscuits, a successstory that beganatthe 0 T OO1 AA AIBAOOOS

DI CKDRSEIN| SEATTLE
5 A ODrigedn is a sixlocation burger chain (i K | dbdutias
iconic as it gets It was originally opened in 1954 by co-

selling 100% fresh beef burgersfor 19 cents each With the
exception of the Queen Anne Avenue location, which has
indoor seating,all5 A Odc&idnsare old-schooldrive-in only,
and the chain is known for its classicfast food including
burgers,fries, and milkshakes In 1971 the chain added two
new burgersto the menu, the 5 A O$pecialwith lettuce,
mayo, and pickles, and the awardwinning 5 A O Deluie
whichaddsextrabeefand cheeseto the Special

BURGERVILLE PORTLAND,OR
Vancouver,WA-headquarteredBurgervillehas more than 40
locations,all located within a 80-mile radius, mostly centered
in the Portlandmetropolitan area Burgervillealsofocuseson
fresh, local food that comes from within 400 miles of its
Vancouver headquarters Along with burgers like the
Tillamookcheddarcheeseburgeand entreeslike goldenfried
halibut and chips, & 2 dzIsb find a slew of seasonalLTOs
featuring the bounty of the Pacific Northwest ¢ Oregon
hazelnutsin a milkshake,Yukongold potato shoestringsetc.

Deluxe biscuit sandwich with fried chicken, bacon, egg,cheeseand gravy. A Showcasedn our February 2015Special
Edition of Dine Around: Las Vegaswas the oxymoronic O E A spPEJA A1 CEalh SKinnyFats which offers both
skinny, health-consciousoptions like multigrain pancakes,aswell asO E A b BdJehd@cadent options like the Chix

on Broadway sandwich with fried chicken and cheddar.

Dine Around: Honolulu covered : E B PaJHa®aiian

classicwith 24 locations acrossthe state. The iconic chain servesup Hawaiian plate lunches and sells more than 100
tons of its signature Original RecipeChili amonth.
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BAGGI KBOWRMET SEAISLAND SHRIMPHOUSE

ARIZONA TEXAS

. 3 3GoYr@ét is a truly local Tucsonrestaurant, Thereare sevenSanAntonio-arealocationsof SealslandShrimpHouse,
with nine locationsin the city, all offering lunch and andthe originalhasbeena SanAntonio icon sinceopeningin 1965 Sea
dinner. Signature sandwiches include the Prime L & f I rgoR @ate back even further to 1912 with the opening of
. 3 3 Awitid &oast beef, cream cheese, and ManhattanCafé The2 ¢ y Sshid@h&n turned the caféinto a restaurant
horseradishwhile there are alsogrilled cheesesteaks, serving fresh Gulf seafood Signaturemenu items include the World
saladbreadbowls,and dessertdike rum cake FamousCharbroiledShrimpskewerand hand-breadedfish.

BL AKE®ASBURGER

NEW MEXICO

With its 75 locations, . f | {L&t&bdrgeris by no
meansa smallchain,but A (isflll& local chain,with 73
of its units located in Albuquerque,NM. The OK | A y
namesakelotaburgerwas born in 1952 at a small
hamburger stand and soon founder Blake Chanslor
was opening one location after another. As a New
Mexicochain,é 2 dafxbursefind the ubiquitousNew
Mexico Hatch Valley Green Chile (packedexclusively
for the chain)on the menu here, availableas an add-
on to any item. For more info on cuisine in New
Mexico, check out our August 2014 issue of Dine
N Around SantaFe

chain that started asa food trailer in 2006. There are now 124 I O A Bdatfos, including the only out-of-state unit, located in
Denver, CO. On the menu U i &fiad d number of breakfasttacos and uniquely-named specialty tacos like the current taco of the
month, The Scallywag,with coconut-battered shrimp, bacon, jack cheese,and green chiles. A Last July, we traveled to another
culinary hot spot in Texasz Houston. Here we found an abundance of Cajun restaurants such as Wild Cajun Crawfish, a three-
unit chain specializing in Vietnamese style crawfish. Also serving( 1 O O Olérde ¥i@namese American population is PhoBinh, a
chain of sevenrestaurants specializing in pho.
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I MO ®IBZA| STLOUIS Z E S TFROZENCUSTARD WISCONSIN

There are more than 90 locations of L Y 2Rizda, %S a (iLaGreen Bay institution serving two Wisconsin
mostly in the St Louis metropolitan area and all favorites ¢ butter burgers and frozen custard Three area
with a focus on St Louisstyle pizzatopped with locationsoffer the samesmaltbatch,handmadecustardmade

Provel cheesea combinationof cheddar,Swissand everymorningin three flavorsg vanilla,chocolate anda flavor

provolonenot often found outside of the area of the day,suchasCarrotCakeor PistachidPie

A L GTALIANBEEHR CHICAGO L E OGGNEY ISLAND| MICHIGAN

¢ K S NS ddabt that Italian beef is hyperlocalto Coney dogs, or hot dogs covered in a meatbased sauce,
Chicagc in fact, accordingto 5 | @i I & & ISOCAILA | £ éhibns,andyellowmustard,are ubiquitousin the Detroit area,

tool, ltalian beef is the highest indexing food in and & 2 dfid nany versionsof Coneylslandsin town (for

Chicagocomparedto other metrosin the country. more info on Detroit cuisine, check out our February2015

! f @ates backto 1938 and now has 11 Chicago issueof DineAround. [ S 2Carieylslanddatesbackto 1972

locations, plus more recent editions in Texas, and now has more than 50 locationsacrossMichigan Along

California,and Nevada though all focuson offering with classic coney dogs, & 2 dzfldo ffind a selection of

up aclassicChicagaexperience breakfast,burgers,and Greekspecialties

TASTYTACOS| IOWA YATS| INDIANA

Familyowned and operated since it opened in Thereare 14 locationsof YatsCreoleCajunrestaurant,located
1961, Tasty Tacos is a sixlocation Mexican mostly in the Indianapolisarea Yatswas founded by New
restaurantwith locationscenteredin DesMoines Orleansnative Joe Vuskovichand features classicLouisiana
Thechainis knownfor its OriginalFlourTaco,deep cuisine with favorites such as gumbo (a triple-smoked roux
fried until fluffy and crispy and filled with beef ¢ soupwith sausageshrimp,and okra) and severalvariationsof

basedon arecipefromthe 2 g y Syhiitnother étouffé suchasChiliCheesewith Crawfish

%S & HrézéndCustard

There are plenty of classicchains in the Midwest, such as Ted Drewes frozen custard, featured in our special edition of Dine
Around: St Louis. /. Also in St Louis, UT Oftnd ,| ET Chbi, a fast-casualchain founded in 1967and specializing in roast
beefsandwiches A In November, we traveled to Clevelandand took a look at six-location Melt, a restaurant and bar focusing
entirely on cheese,from comforting soupsto grilled cheesevarieties like a Chicken & Waffles grilled cheesewith a Belgian
waffle and sriracha. A There are plenty of iconic chains covered in Dine Around. Milwaukee, including 24-hour counter-
servicerestaurant GeorgeWebb, a bonafide Milwaukee institution serving classicfish fry and breakfastfavorites. A At+ | DD 8§ O
Frozen Custard, alsoin Milwaukee, U 1 &fitid the ever-iconic pairing of frozen custard and butter burgers.
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GA T O RODESKSIDE CUSTARDSTAND

FLORIDA WESTVIRGINIA

DI {i 2DNdRsidestarted as a single neighborhoodrestaurant opened in ThisWestVirginiastapleopenedin 1991 asa take-out
Jacksonvillén 1991, and today there are 25 locationssituated throughout dairy bar and,thoughA (ic&ll&dthe CustardStand,A G Q &
Florida The sportsthemed restaurantsfeature big screenTVsand pool the chili here (i K| fedlyithe standout product
tablesandservea bounty of pubfavorites D | (i 2sNdftiéularlyknownfor CustardStandhasexpandedto six arealocationsand

its grilledwings,which comewith a choiceof 21 saucesn flavorslike sweet i K S NiB@ai retail manufacturing plant, Custard
Thai chili, peanut butter and jelly, or Yucatan With its name and its Stand Food Products, making the signature hot dog
location, (i K S NdB@plenty of fresh seafood at DI (i 2aliipawith chili available to retailers across 15 states The
namesakespecialtiedike gatortail, whichis hand-cut, marinated,breaded, production factory churnsout 4,000 poundsor more
anddeepHried. of hot dogchiliandchili soupeveryday.

.~ N M| L OIRS&INAL BURGERSHOP

- ALABAMA

For 15location a A f ®@yal Burger Shop, A (i 4l &@bout the sauce The
restaurantis & { (sduyéfter all these@ S | MWdrddingto its site. Thechain
hasgrownfrom the first burgershopthat openedin 1946 whenMilo Carlton,a
former messcook in the U.S Army, experimentedwith the NS & G | deNd- v
iconic sauce,askingcustomersfor feedbackand making tweaks until it was
perfect Thesignaturea A f RPama@usBurgercomestopped with a grilled patty,
onions, pickles,and is & R NB y Kh§ Retretsauce a A f gh@rtisuccinct
menu featuring burgers, chicken tenders, chicken sandwiches, sides, and
desserts,alongwith a few breakfastoptions (featuring local Conecuhsausage
and Conecutsausageravy)

Datassential covered The Varsity, featured on this I T T OdeeiQin Dine Around: Atlanta, showcasingthe longstanding chain as
a true area institution opened which in 1928 A In December 2014 we looked beyond the amusement parks in Orlando, FL,
highlighting chains such as + A E BréaRfast Café, which has now expandedto 20 locations, mostly centered in Orlando. The
chain also has seven more locations on the way, all located in the Sunshine State Orlando is also home to 4 Rivers
Smokehouse a BBQ chain that started out asa local fundraising campaign. Today, the chain has grown to 1larealocations with
two more on the way. For more on BBQ, askabout our MenuTrends Keynote BarbecueReport.
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Gl FF OR MAISE

D A T T BaMbuslcée Creamhas roots backto the
1800s, starting with a home delivery milk and ice
creambusinesgun from the backof a horsedrawn
wagon DA T T Babl@a@d into a full-fledged ice
creambusinesswith six ice cream stand locations,
all in Maine, selling more than a 100 unique ice
cream flavors Through distribution in grocery
stores and restaurants, DA T ¥ idwRs@ls 1.7
million gallonsof ice creama year, with flavorslike
Maine Lobster Tracks (with lobstercolored
chocolatecups)and SugarloaMint Chip

MO E @TALIAN| NEWHAMPSHIRE
With 14 locationsin New Hampshirea 2 S ieafian
Sandwichesis a local favorite, all started by a
former cheese salesman in 1959 The first
Portsmouth location only sold one type of
sandwichnow calledthe a 2 S@riginalandloaded
with mild cooked salami, provolone, onions,
peppers,pickles,tomatoes, and olives Therest of
the menuisfilled with Sicilianclassicdike genoaor
capicolameatsandother sandwiches

Duchess(’\’
!!estaurants ‘(‘QS

\,

PAME L BIBRER| PITTSBURGH

Serving A (i (i & brdakEsKigz&1980ist | Y S DiheQad

iconic chainwith six arealocations The diner servesclassic
breakfastand lunch fare, from its signaturedish,t  YSf I Q&
FamousCrepe Hotcakes,to specialtieslike the P&G Diner

Burger topped with fried jalapeno, onion straws, lettuce,

tomato, cheddar,ketchup,and maya ¢ K S NS &pecific

nod to the city with a Pittsburghhashof Lyonnaisepotatoes
mixedwith kielbasasauerkrautand SwissIn 2013t I YSt I Q&
ownersopenedNu, a modern Jewishbistro with housecured
andsmokeddelimeats (Formoreont | Y S tayfudedfor
DineAround Pittsburgfthis April).

DUCHESY CONNECTICUT

At DuchessA (aldaboutd ¥ NiBadl gerved¥ | & évérything
is cookedto order and madefresh everydayat its 14 units, all
located in Connecticut Duchessgrew from a single hotdog
stand opened in 1956 with a sparse menu of hot dogs,
burgers, and fries, to an iconic Connecticut fast food
restaurant Now & 2 df@d nfainstayssuchas hot dogswith
the works, the Big D Cheeseburger,and even Veal and
Eggplant Parmesansandwichesalongside LTOslike codfish
nuggetsand pulled pork sandwiches

In Dine Around: Boston we featured Flour, a bakery and café with four area locations all serving house made pastries,
breads, and made-to-order sandwiches A It seemsDatassential A A Tgét énoughof 0 E E 1 A A /Federal BoAulsCa chain
we covered both in Dine Around and Creative Concepts Modern Fried Chicken. The A E A Edmbifation of crisp, double-
fried chicken and donuts haspropelled it into alocal phenomenon with four arealocations. A In our SpecialEdition of Dine
Around. Buffalo, Datassential covered Pizza Plant, a two-location chain specializing in trademark Pods, calzone-like

creations in Major (equivalent to two pizza slices) and Mega (equivalent to five slices) sizes

Also in Buffalo is seven

location! T A A O Oustharé, €rving frozen custard and roast beefsince 1946
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LOCAL FLAVORS

In our Decemberissueof FoodByteswe outlined 5 I (i | & & Seyidifdrdcdstfd2016 whichincludedhow operators
shouldbe focusingin on truly localfoodsto connectbetter with consumers2 S QhigBlightingthat notion here againas

we look at the y' I (i At@yfiv@ Bargestmetropolitan areasand, usingFirefly, identify the largeststreet chains(2 to 10
units) within eacharea,alongwith the highestindexingflavorsandingredientsin eacharea,using5 | { | & & SOCALA I |
tool. Bothare essentiaresourcedor operatorsand manufacturerdookingto expandinto a new territory.

_ LARGEST STREET CHAINS HIGHEST INDEXING FLAVORS

NEW YORK Dallas BBQ Snapple

Diglnn Seasonal Market Chicken Cutlet

Surf Taco BroccoliRabe

Fresh & Co. Francese

/| K201 CdzZ f hQ b dziiParmigiana
LOSANGELES Hat Chinese Chicken

PaniniCafé Chinese Chicken Salad

al NAFQa LilftAlFyYy YBeliPegsy

Juice Served Here Checca

Fuji Grill Cilantro
CHICAGO Eggsperienc€afé Italian Beef

Pockets Mostaccioli

[ S2yI Q& Vesuvio

Taylor Street Pizza Giardiniera

BozHot Dogs Pizza Bread
DALLAS I NARadGAYIl Qa Chicken Fried Steak

Mexican Inn Cafe Shiner Bock

alazyQa /I S Tortilla Soup

Rockfish Seafood Grill Bell Pepper

CaféBrazil Queso
PHILADELPHIA | 2 OPrAa ChickenCheesesteak

BrewHaha Hoagie

DFSily20Qa {GSI & Pizza[Bdajea

Kiwi Frozen Yogurt Scrapple

Hibachi Japanese Steak House Flounder
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